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Why Choose Religion,
Philosophy and Ethics (RPE)

at HKBLJ?

First Ever RPE Programme in Asia for the
World

The programme, specializing in three different but
closely related disciplines of religion, philosophy
and ethics, is the first-of-its-kind not only in Hong
Kong, but also in Asia. RPE is a multidisciplinary
programme and in fact one of the flourishing
programmes in the international trend in recent
decades. Examples include the RPE programme in
King’s College London and University of Nottingham
in UK.

Four Study Areas

Foundational courses covering key areas of religion,
philosophy and ethics are covered in second year.
Starting from third to fourth years, students can
choose major electives among the four study areas,
namely Philosophical Studies, Christian Studies and
Comparative Religion, The Interdisciplinary Study of
Religion, as well as Ethics and Society. The multiple
foci of the programme would be able to cater for the
diverse interests of students. Students can choose
to declare or not a concentration in one of the four
study areas at the end of their second year of study.

‘service and the business sector.

Critical Thinking

We emphasize nurturing students’ abilities in critical
thinking, justifying arguments and evaluating claims,
which help to enhance their reasoning and analyzing
skills. These are transferable skills which are
essential to many professions.

Value Analysis

We emphasize the analysis of underlying moral
values, social values, political values and cultural
values in current issues, which are diverse, complex
and often in conflict with one another.

Excellence in Liberal Arts Education

Our programme provides a channel for achieving
the higher goals of Liberal Arts Education, namely,
(a) the cultivation of the ability to analyze complex
human problems with intellectual rigor, and (b) the
cultivation of practical wisdom for moral reasoning
and impartial value analysis.

Excellent Career Opportunity

Graduates can f;{nqose a career not only in teaching
Ethics and Religious Studies (after obtaining PGDE/
DipEd from a qualified tertiary institution), but also in
cultural affairs, publication business, religion-related
social service agencies, adm ation of the civil




Importance of Studying
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Religion, philosophy and ethics have always been
closely related. Religious traditions play an important
role in shaping the way that we approach questions
like, ‘what does it mean to be human?’ or ‘what is
justice?’ and philosophers have had an influence
on the development of religious and ethical thought
throughout history. This course will introduce you
to some of the most important topics in these areas,
and give you a full understanding of their interaction
historically and in contemporary contexts.

Our courses relate these systems and traditions to
topical and emerging issues in the contemporary
world: gender, environment, cultural identity, violence
and peace, global politics and political issues, etc.
The course is dynamic, staying up-to-date with
changing religious and philosophical thinking, and
the context in which these changes takes place. It
demands, and helps you to develop, rigorous and
systematic thinking.

The liberal arts have always had a twofold task: To
help human beings fulfill their potential and better
understand their existence; and to prepare them
for a lifetime of work, personal exploration, and
engagement in their communities and culture. The
nurturing of human maturity and of participation in
the life of the community - as well as good citizenship
- are some of the most important attributes we seek
of HKBU graduates. The study of ethics in relation
to social issues, religious beliefs and practices, and
fundamental philosophical perspectives on the world
is one exceptional way to accomplish these liberal
arts goals, and help students develop a critical
understanding of and concern for the contemporary
society. Our new program is not confined to
theoretical ethical reflection, but will also provide
practical involvement in some service learning
course in our Ethics and Society study area.

Hong Kong is a modern society. Modernity has been
uncritically taken as the only norm of behavior and
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it is universal. Modern people seem to think that all
human being experience the world and ourselves
in the exactly the same way we understand the
world and ourselves. Modern science has achieved
a status of religion which was monopolized by
religions in traditional societies. Our programme
provides intellectual skills and knowledge as well
as critical thinking methods to help our students to
review our culture and modern experiences — putting
religion and science into constructive dialogues.
With the rapid developments in material culture
and the expanding vacuum in ethical guidance and
meaningful worldview in the Mainland, Hong Kong
society and our programme can definitely play an
active role in providing thoughtful perspectives,
critical mindset as well as well-equipped personnel
for the needs of the society.
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Strengths of

Qur Department
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A Strong Team of Professors

All the professors of our Department received their
academic training in major international and local
universities. They are solid and active researchers
of diverse fields in religious studies ad philosophy.
Our faculty has an excellent track record in
publications in international refereed journals and
books.

Warm Atmosphere and Good Student-
Teacher Relationship

Our department values good relationship between
students and teachers, and has organized activities
to foster student-teacher relationship, such as
family gatherings during major festivals, the annual
High Table Dinner, reading group, study group,
mentoring activities etc.

Rich Exposure

Consistent with our emphasis on Whole Person
Education, we organize extracurricular learning
activities to expand student’s exposure. For
instance, internship programmes have introduced
students to the job world; student overseas
exchange programmes enable them to travel
to various countries; and study tours inspire
appreciation of various sites.

Integration of Research and Teaching

Our faculty members are dedicated to teaching.
We emphasize dialogical approaches and in-
class discussions. Professors draw on students’
living environment and their shared experiences
in illustrating concepts. We utilize the full range
of teaching tools like films, the Moodle (or similar
systems), and the Wisenews. We also organize field
trips and visits to religious sites and activities.

Our faculty members actively engage in research
and have won a number of external research grants
and awards. Research is supported by the Centre
for Applied Ethics and the Centre for Sino-Christian
Studies. The integration of research and teaching
will benefit both arenas, and improve the quality of
the students’ learning experience.

Integration of Academic Study and
Social Service/ Participation

Our faculty members are actively involved in
various kinds of professional and community
service, and social issues, such as writing columns
in newspapers, participating in debates on social
issues. These involvements of the faculty members
keep the classroom discussions lively and up-to-
date.
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B.A. (Hons.) in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

JUPAS Programme Code : JS2025

This innovative programme provides an excellent opportunity to study major religious traditions of the
world and major schools of philosophy and ethical thought in an objective and critical way. Students will
develop the capability in correlating religious ideas and values, philosophical traditions, and schools of
ethical thought to contemporary socio-cultural problems. They can understand more about the human
person itself and human culture through a comparative and interdisciplinary study of different religious
and philosophical traditions, showing the range of how human beings respond themselves to various life
problems, such as life and death, from ancient times to the contemporary world.

|1.l LTJTI I I| ﬂ“ |

I‘. | 'I||'f-l

Admission Requirements

4-year Programme

For Hong Kong students taking HKDSE for admission via JUPAS, students should obtain at least
(1) Level 3 in English Language

(2) Level 3 in Chinese Language

(3) Level 2 in Mathematics

(4) Level 2 in Liberal Studies

(5) Level 3 in two elective subjects

Note: Taking two elective subjects in HKDSE is highly preferred

For admission requirements of Non JUPAS applicants, please check the update details at https://ar.hkbu.edu.hk/

4 1 Admission and Curriculum



Curriculum Structure

% (
Study Scheme <\

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics Major Courses 60 units';

)

- Major Core Courses 21 units i
- Major Elective Courses 33 units ]
- Honours Project 6 units

General Education Courses 31 units
Free Elective Courses 37 units

A. Major Core Course (21 units)+Honours Project (6 units)

Students have to take all the required courses below:

RELI 1005 Quest for Truth and Meaning 3 units
RELI 2006 Introduction to Christianity and Civilizations 3 units
RELI 2007 Problems of Philosophy 3 units
RELI 2015 Approaches to the Study of Religion 3 units
RELI 2027 Introduction to Chinese Philosophy and Religion 3 units
RELI 2035 Introduction to Ethics 3 units
RELI 2036 Social Scientific Study of Religion 3 units
RELI 4898-9 Honours Project 6 units

B. Major Elective Courses (33 units)

Student have to choose at least six units from each of the four study areas and the
rest can be freely chosen among the four study areas. Students can declare to do a
concentration or not near the end of second semester of their second year. If they do,
they need to take 21 units in one of the study areas as the concentration they prefer, by
taking any five major elective courses in that study area and taking Honours Project in
the topic related to that study area.

Admission and Curriculum | 5



Study Area A: Philosophical Studies

Philosophy addresses some of the fundamental questions about human thought and reality, which
include questions concerning knowledge and belief (epistemology), the nature of reality (metaphysics),
and morality and aesthetics (value theory). This Study Area aims at developing the philosophical
capacities and interests of each student and offering various courses dealing with major problems
and history of philosophy. The courses offered cover the characteristics of major areas, and history of
philosophy as well as studies of major philosophical figures. The study of philosophy enables students
to develop their abilities in critical thinking and reasoning as well as to improve their skills in verbal and
written communication. RPE students may take this Study Area as a concentration.

Units
Foundational Branches of Philosophy X
1. RELI 3007 Philosophy, Meaning and Knowledge 3
2. RELI 3087 Metaphysics: Quest for Reality 3
Major Areas of Philosophy
3. RELI 3095 Logic and Philosophy of Logic 3
4. RELI 4005 Philosophy of Religion 3
5. RELI 3056 Philosophy of Mind, Consciousness, and Personal Identity 3
History of Western Philosophy
6. RELI 3065 History of Modern Western Philosophy 3
7. RELI 3096 Contemporary Analytic Philosophy 3
Continental Philosophy
8. RELI 3027 Existentialism and Nihilism 3
Chinese Philosophy
9. RELI 3006 Major Streams in Chinese Philosophy 3
10. RELI 4047 Mind in Chinese Buddhist Philosophy 3
Others
11. RELI 4016 = Selected Topics/ Readings in Philosophical Studies 3
12. RELI 4076 Great Plays and Philosophy 3




Study Area B: Christian Studies and Comparative Religion

This study area provides a comparative study in diverse religious traditions of the world with focus
on monotheistic faiths of the Abrahamic tradition (i.e. Judeo-Christianity and Islam), and the Chinese
religious traditions of Daoism, Confucianism and Buddhism. Apart from doctrinal and institutional
aspects of religion, we also emphasise on social justice in religion, religious conflicts, inter-religious
dialogue, and the impact of globalization on religions. By broadening students’ horizons through such
comparative study, we equip graduates with the capacity of handling challenges in their life and career.

Units

Christian Studies: Foundations & Issues
1ZREL3127 History of Christian Thought 3
2. RELI 3017 A Survey of Jewish and Christian Scriptures 3
3. RELI 3026 Christianity, Humanism and the Contemporary World 3
4. RELI 3037 Christian Spirituality 3
Chinese & World Religions
5. RELI'3135 Buddhism 3
6. RELI 3005 Daoist Religion 3
7 =RELI:31:36 Religious Rituals and Practices in Hong Kong 3
8. RELI 3047 Islam 3
Comparative Religion
9. RELI 4025 Christianity and Chinese Culture 3
10. RELI 4035 Comparative Religious Themes 3
Others _
11. RELI 4027 Selected Topics/ Readings in Christian Studies or 3

Comparative Religion

*

Admission and Curriculum



Study Area C: Interdisciplinary Study of Religion

To address the complexity of the modern world, this area of study emphasizes the importance and
practices of studying religious, ethical and philosophical matters through the employment of different
academic disciplines. It pays special attention to the interdisciplinary studies between religion and
natural science, social science, humanities and other disciplines. Therefore, the area of study also
addresses to the need of employing different methodologies and perspectives critically towards the
intersections between religion, other disciplines and social-cultural phenomena.

With these methodological awareness and trainings, the students are expected to be capable of
explaining and articulating the relevance of religious resources in the analysis of social, cultural and
historical issues; and developing critical, analytical and interpretative skills relevant to the understanding
of the multi-faceted dimensions of religion and other disciplines.

Units

Religious Studies & Other Disciplines

1. RELI 4037 Sociology of Religion and Modern Society 3
2. RELI 3097 Psychology and Religion 3
3. RELI3105 Anthropology and Religion 3
4. RELI 4065 Dialogue between Religion and Modern Science 3
Religion & Social Issues

5. RELI 4036 Religion and Ideology 3

6. RELI 3077 Religion and Social Movements 3

7. RELI 3086 Religion, Violence and Peace 3
Religious, Cultural & Ethical Issues

8. RELI 4015 Mysticism and Religious Experience 3
9. RELI 3075 Religion and Animal 3
Religion in Chinese Contexts

10. RELI 3106 Religion and Modern Chinese Societies 3

Others : : .
11. RELI 4046 Selected Topics/ Readings in Religious Studies 3




Study Area D: Ethics and Society

This study area provides a comprehensive study of theories and issues in ethics, political philosophy,
and studies related to society. The 11 courses below cover the characteristics of this study area, in
which (1-2) are about ethical thought, (3-4) ethics, religious traditions and modern society, (5-6) social
and political thought, (7-10) contemporary ethical issues, (11) selected topics to allow flexibility and new
interests.

Units
Ethical Thought
123 RELLE3107 Chinese Moral and Political Philosophy 3
2. RELI 3016 Philosophy, Morality and Society 3
Ethics, Religious Traditions & Modern Society
3. RELI3115 Theological Ethics 3
4. RELI 3116 Islamic Values and Contemporary Society 3
Social & Political Thought
5. RELI 4066 Ethics of Human Rights: Theories and Controversies 3
6. RELI3125 Social Justice, Liberalism and Economic Equality 3
Religion in Chinese Contexts ;
7. RELI 3045 Contemporary Ethical Problems: Hong Kong and Beyond 3
8xa=BELI:311.7 Service Leadership and Meaning of Life and Death 3
9. ~RELI 3126 Theology, Liberalism and Sex in Chinese Societies 3
10. RELI 4067 Environmental Ethics 3
Others -
11. RELI 4075 Selected Topics/ Readings in Ethics 3

Admission and Curriculum |



Career Prospects and
Further Studies

This programme provides high-quality training
which enables students to engage in independent
academic research. Graduates in Religion,
Philosophy and Ethics will be well-equipped for
postgraduate studies. Graduates can choose a
career not only in teaching Ethics and Religious
Studies (after obtaining PGDE/DipEd from a
qualified tertiary institution), but also in cultural
affairs, publication business, religion-related social
service agencies, administration of the civil service
and the business sector.

It has been generally assumed that Religion,
Philosophy and Ethics, like many other Arts and
Science majors, may not have direct or necessary
link to jobs, except in teaching. But recently the
whole concept of the function of higher education
has changed. The significant role of higher education
is the training of analytical and critical thinking,
development of conceptual tools, creativity and

10 I Career Prospects and Further Studies

flexibility, and a broad base of knowledge. Employers
in Hong Kong are looking for these qualities rather
than skills in a very narrow scope which may become
obsolete in few years. Nowadays, with our society
being more open and flexible, a graduate with a
good Honours Degree from any major discipline
can go into a wide variety of fields for career
development. This is particularly true for graduates
from the Department of Religion and Philosophy,
because so many of our classes focus on enhancing
precisely these analytical and creative skills.

According to the employment survey conducted by
the Office of Student Affairs, our graduates have
nearly 100% employment rate in recent years.
The mean monthly salary of 2019 graduates is
HK$16,587, ranking the fifth among all programmes
offered by the Faculty of Arts.




Mean Monthly Salary Statistics of our Full-time Employed Graduates in 2019
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Potential employers’ comment towards RPE graduates

An employer survey was conducted in March 2017 to get the comments of employers
from different professions including education, social services, public sector, trading and
retailing industry etc. In the survey, the employers’ attitudes towards the RPE programme
are positive. Over 90% respondents agree that it would be an advantage for potential
employees to have knowledge in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics since such knowledge can
enable them to have better communication with people who come from different cultures or
with different value systems. ‘

Career Prospects and Further Studies | 1]



Department Activities

The Department of Religion and Philosophy has
dedicated to promoting the values embraced
in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics to all
undergraduates within the University, as well as to
the general public. We organized a series of Month
of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics since 2013 and
invited a number of renowned persons in the society
to deliver quality talk to our students, staff and the
public. Furthermore, by providing school talks for
secondary schools every year, we aspire to transfer

sound knowledge as well as critical study methods
on a wide spectrum of topics covering religion,
philosophy and ethics related to the society to the
youth, thus elevating their intellectual and social
awareness of issues relating to their study and well-
being. The Department also collaborated with our
undergraduate students to organize the High Table
Dinner every year, inviting guest speaker to deliver a
topic for the interest of students.

12 | Department Activities
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Student Activities

Summer Exchange and Study Tour

The Department organized study tours to various
places. The Dunhuang-Xinjiang Study Tour is
a special joint programme co-organized by the
Department of Religion and Philosophy, HKBU
and the School of History and Culture, Lanzhou
University. The ten-day tour offers a unique countries and enriching their knowledge of different
opportunity through which students learn about and  historical periods of Christianity.
experience a variety of religious and intra-cultural
traditions. Besides the above summer tours, we also organize
short trips outside Hong Kong during the semesters,
The Europe Study Tour, which aims to provide such as Guangzhou and Macau, to explore different
an excellent way for students to get first-hand religious activities in the neighbouring region.
information about religious issues and enjoy a
unique learning experience, broadening their
horizons of understanding western European
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Summer Internship Programme

The Department organizes Summer Internship
Programme for our students since 2002 to work in
NGOs (Non-governmental Organisations), social
enterprises, offices of Legislative Councilors, and
institutions from public and private sectors. Students
can widen their exposure through working, relate
the real life with their studies, gain valuable working
experience and be able to identify their career path
after graduation.

16 1 Student Activities

Overseas Exchange Programme

Our students have opportunities to study abroad
in partner institutions by joining the University’s
Overseas Exchange Programme.

Other Student-Teacher Gatherings

Students can also experience close student-teacher
relationship which is unique in our Department. A
lot of gatherings and learning opportunities, such
as Orientation Day, Chinese New Year gathering,
Christmas party, High Tea, Career and CV Writing
Workshop etc., will be organized from time to time.
Every student will be assigned an academic advisor
or mentor who will meet from time to time to help
students on academic matter and guide them during
the whole study period in our Department. Some
students still keep contact with their mentors and
other teachers after graduation.



Scholarship Opportunities

To encourage and reward REL Major students who have worked hard and
excelled in their studies, our Department offers a number of scholarships to
students according to their GPA in that academic year:

Department of Religion and Philosophy Scholarships for Major Students
+  Luk Yin Memorial Scholarship

Dr. Stephen Chan Christian Spirituality Scholarship

Other Financial Aid

@

Our Department offers subsidies to students participating in study tours such
as Europe and Dunhuang-Xinjiang, in order to reduce the financial burden of
students.

The University also provides lots of merit scholarship, exchange scholarships,

awards, bursaries and financial aid to students. For details, please visit the
website of Office of Student Affairs https:/sa.hkbu.edu.hk/sfa.

Scholarship Opportunities | 17



Messages from Alumni

Chan Hung Ming BRi#tB8 | BA (Hons) 2017
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Dr. Keith Chan FRER E 18 | BA (Hons) 1991
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Ching Wai Kuen John F2&#& 1 BA (Hons) 2005

RETEERBSHEIME  BRHEEREE

QEEREAAES  —EERAR [RARRBEE " |

FRERZMIIRALTE  TIAREE2HR - RMEHL BT EEIR  BBEEE

REEHE  BEEN  URTBARXENHE -

FHEL DR ABTAIHRE Bt - EEUMESHTEER
BER IRAREREER B ER XL T DB URA -ZEBH - SRR

BEERE » FMORERBHEEMSRK

Iris Leung & , CFA, FRM
BA (Hons) 1992

Vice President

Thornton Global Wealth Management Ltd

Having been graduated for over twenty five years, frankly
speaking, I've forgot most of contents of lectures and
those great names in religious areas. What leaves with
me, however, is a mind with independent thoughts. In the
commercial world, you will be immersed in tremendous
amount of information every day. How to solve your
problems with various sources of Information? Different
people will provide different solutions, some are conflicting
each other. Who to follow? It is always important for
you to extract important/ relevant ones, examine them
in different perspectives and draw your own conclusion.
Of course, | believe training of independent thinking is
delivered in most university curriculums. Learn to have an
independent mind in religious settings, nonetheless, has
never been an easy task. Religion involves beliefs that
call for serious commitment. When you face with different
religions, or a religion with different schools of thoughts,
it is an art to defend your viewpoint in a fair and impatrtial
manner while learning to respect others’ positions. This
open-mind attitude makes you stand out from others
and, at the same time, makes you a potential leader of a
group: you learn to listen to others and appreciate people
with different backgrounds. It equips you with the ability
to balance people’s interests and bring them together.
You can ask anyone in a management team, s/he can
tell you how important is this skill in his/her capacity. Use
your independent thinking now, choose your own way. No
matter what is your final choice, | wish you every success
in your future endeavours.
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Law Wing Leung XK 5
BA (Hons) 2007

M.Phil 2010
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Dr. Li Ka Chun, Gordon Z=ZXE& {81 | BA (Hons) 1998
EzSRae%E
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Dr. Lui Yue Chun, Matthew = F&i{8+
BA (Hons) 1999 — #4522
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Raymond So &&= | BA (Hons) 1992
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Sun Meng f&HBF | BA (Hons) 2018
DPhil Candidate in Theology and Religion
Oriel College, The University of Oxford

Looking back from where | am now, the knowledge and insights provided by
the RPE programme have certainly laid the foundation for my independent
thinking, for we were offered the right questions about life: In what order
should we order our life to form a beautiful and meaningful narrative? Is there
a foundation for the harmonious love among our fellow human beings? These
are the lessons that our society, and sometimes even family, fails to give, but
they are necessary for living a worthwhile life in a self-conscious way. Indeed,
nothing is more precious than imagining and contemplating about our future
with the fellowship of other youthful souls when we need guidance the most.

| am grateful for all the kind tutors at our department who made the best efforts
to nurture this intellectual and spiritual curiosity within myself. For some of
my dear junior friends, this journey may be with you for life in a professional
way. But furthermore, for everyone these experiences at the RPE courses will
become your treasured memories and always an incitement to the lifelong
exploration of your inner nature.

Pang Hiu Yu SZBEHI | BA (Hons) 2016
Administrative staff of a UGC-funded university

Studying in the Department of Religion and Philosophy (RELI) has been one
of the most transformational and rewarding memorable experiences in my
life. | still remember that during my first study year here, | was so reluctant to
go to classrooms as | have stereotypes of the subject: detached from reality,
poor career prospect--- However, the learning experience totally changed
my mind: teachers are supportive, caring and inspiring; they are always
willing to provide guidance and advice; | had many opportunities to join
study tours, which was one of the most precious memories in my life; |
also joined internship in a fair trade organization, which has molded
my- career path. | learnt how to understand the world and my life
from different perspectives, as well as how to think critically. Proud

and pleased to be a graduate of RELI!
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Michelle Tsang &5k | BA (Hons) 2014
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Chiang Kam Yin & &
BA (Hons) 2020

My Thai experience during exchange

Thailand is a popular tourist destination for
Hongkongers. However, | believe that few people
would think of studying here. | have always been
interested in Thailand’s unique culture and leisure
lifestyle. So | did not hesitate to make Thailand my
first choice for exchange and hoped to experience
an authentic Thai lifestyle there.

I am now studying at Chulalongkorn University, the
most historic university in Thailand. The campus is
larger than The Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Fortunately, the school lays on buses for students.
Moreover, university students in Thailand are
required to wear school uniforms. Chulalongkorn
students wear white shirts and black trousers or
long skirts. | had never worn a school uniform since
graduating from secondary school, which makes
studying in Thailand take me back to my earlier
years.

and Intercultural Studies)

There are a lot of activities, such as Freshy Games for
freshmen, and various competitions. | took part in the
volleyball competition. During the game, | felt Thai people’s
enthusiasm, love of sport and outstanding skills. They
also put a lot of effort into preparing delicate promotional
materials and practising cheerleading and dancing.
Students with different skills could show their talents.

In addition to these abundant activities, the school also
provides many learning resources for students. In addition
to the central library, almost every faculty has its own
independent library for students. The students are very
diligent. You can see that the library is full of students who
are studying for their exams. Moreover, what surprised me
is their brilliant language skills. Most students understand
at least one foreign language other than Thai and English!

Thai people are kind-hearted and optimistic. | encountered
many difficulties when | first arrived in Thailand, but my
Thai friends helped me tirelessly. They actively talked to
me when they found out | was a foreigner. Thai people are
also very inclusive. | often saw boys dressed like ladies
on campus. They could still get along very well with their
schoolmates.

Life in Thailand is really comfortable, and the cost of living
is very low. You can have a delicious lunch in the university
canteen with less than 10 HKD. Living in Thailand has
also improved my Thai, because | am immersed in an
environment where it is spoken.

All in all, | am very happy to choose to go on exchange to
a country that | love. My year in Thailand will be definitely a
lifelong memory!

Article translated in English by:

CHO Mak, Irene (Student of the Department of Translation, Interpreting



Wong Shing Hung E B8
BA (Hons) 2020

Letter from a Student Abroad: Thoughts
on my exchange

When | was applying for exchange programmes, | only
opted for universities in Northern Europe as | wanted to
go to places that are very different from Hong Kong. |
finally went to Halmstad University in Sweden.

After coming back, |
found my exchange
experience was like
a dream. | would
like to, based on my
experience, give three
suggestions. They
may sound clichéd,
but they represent my
feelings, which are
probably shared by
many other exchange
students as well.

First of all, try to hang
on with people of
different backgrounds
during your exchange
period. When | was
in Sweden, the dorm
kitchen was a place
| enjoyed wandering
around. | got to know what the foreign students were
cooking and asked about their cuisines (a great
opening line!) We then sat around the table, talking
about different topics like our local cultures, politics,
and languages while having our meal. It is not common
to do so in Hong Kong. Sticking with people who have
a similar cultural background to you will not benefit
you much, as you will be missing out opportunities of
having in-depth conversations with people from other
countries.

Secondly, you need to respect other people’s culture.
Once there was a strong smell in the kitchen. | thought
it was coming from rotten food, so | checked the

fridges, but everything was fine. Covering my nose, | asked
my Korean friend whether she smelled the odour too.
Then | realized: it was from her cooking pot! | didn’t go any
further and broke off the conversation awkwardly before
going back to my room. | learned a lesson: never show
yourself to be overly astonished when communicating
with people from other cultures. In order to get along with
others, it is important to learn to accept and be inclusive of
differences.

However, another lesson | learned is to always avoid
cooking food with intense smell. Using common facilities
without bothering other users is a way to show respect and
be respected by others as well.

Thirdly, you have to cherish every moment during your
stay. Living in the dorm in Sweden, | made friends coming
from various countries like Dubai, Germany, Belgium,
Spain, Taiwan, India, the US, and the UK. Although they
have different personalities, they are all kind and lovely.
In retrospect, | regret wasting some of the time watching
movies in my room during the afternoon and missing the
chance to chat with my international friends.

Foreign exchange is a delightful experience that has
broadened my horizons, allowed me to meet people from
other places, and enhanced my English speaking fluency
significantly.

Article translated in English by:
CHAN Yee Man (Student of the Department of Translation,
Interpreting and Intercultural Studies)
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Student Achievements

Lui Yue Chun, Matthew =5 {& BA (Hons) 1999

The HKBU Distinguished Alumni Award, 2015
The Outstanding Young Persons Award, 2006

Sun Meng ##5 BA (Hons) 2018

Awardee of The Hong Kong Jockey Club Scholarship
Scheme 2015-2017

Cai Hao # 2 BA (Hons) 2018

Best delegate, Model European Union 2013

Chan Chun Wai & Current student ?4

Champibnéhip iin the Teirtiary Institution Class,
The Neway of Life Lyric Writing Competition 2015

Xu Shi Ying #3558 BA (Hons) 2017 y

The 4th Chang Kuo-sin Award for Young Aspiring
Communicators - Commentary: Gold Award, 2013 ] ¢
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Lam Pui Ling #{f¥% BA (Hons) 2013

Third class award, National Challenge Cup Contest in China,
2013

Title of thesis: “Temple and Its Social Function: A Case Study
of the Fook Tak Temple in Ngau Tau Kok” ( ( F#EFEE
SR — AFSRAREBIERHERER) )

Cheng Shuk Wa ZBiiE BA (Hons) 2011

- Third class award, National Challenge Cup Contest in China,
2011

Title of thesis: “Religious Organization and Feminist Movement:
_ACase Study of the Hong Kong Women Christian Council”

&6 <<T%5(iﬂiakéiillaiz E5): LB BELEBE RS IER/MARER)

-Tang Cheuk Kwan Zfs£ 18 BA (Hons) 2011

Th|rd class award, National Challenge Cup Contest in Chma
2011
-.-Title of thesis: “Had the Nestorian Doctrines been Distorted
- due to Introduction of Buddhist Elements in Tang Dynasty?
~ Looking from the Perspective of the Church of the East” ( (#¢
%Tv%ﬁlﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ%%ﬁ&%%%?lx%?\1§$%ﬂl7t%ﬁﬁm?£>> )

Zhao Wenqlng #6378 BA (Hons) 2011

Best position paper, Award, Hong Kong Constitutional Reform,
UBI Summit, 2010

The Baptist Convention of Hong Kong Outstanding Student
Awards, 2010

The Hong Kong Baptist University Scholastic Award, 2010

Hui Kwai Yan sF4#£ & BA (Hons) 2010

Qutstanding Service Awards for Tertiary Students 2009-2010,
the Hong Kong Student Services Association and the Hong
Kong Outstanding Tertiary Students' Service Association
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Prof. Zhang, Ellen Y. 5RZEZ%

Head, Department of Religion and Philosophy
Professor

Director, Centre for Applied Ethics

Associate Director, MA in Ethics and Public Affairs

e S e e —

After receiving an MA degree in Comparative Literature (Drama) from
Renmin University and having two years of teaching experience at
Tsinghua University in Beijing, | went to Rice University (Houston,
Texas) and obtained my doctoral degree in Philosophy of Religion. |
had been living in the USA for a very long time, and taught at Temple
University (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) for years before | miraculously
ended up in Hong Kong in 2007.

Born into a family of college professors, | am one who enjoys teaching
and interacting with students. Meanwhile, | have developed an
intellectual curiosity in many things (maybe too many!). My research
interests include: Comparative Philosophy of Religion; Chinese
Philosophy; Ethics, Hermeneutics: East and West; Women, Gender,
and Religion.

Courses taught include: Philosophy of Life in Laozi and Zhuangzi;
Existentialism and Nihilism; Philosophical Issues in Chinese Religion;
Comparative Philosophy: East and West; Applied Ethics, Daoist
Religion; Buddhism; Chinese Religions in Northwest China, etc.

In my leisure time, | enjoy traveling, listening to European operas,
crafting, antiques collecting, gardening, and cooking. My definition
of “happiness” is listening to Maria Callas’ interpretation of Puccini’s
arias such as “Vissi d’arte” and “Si. Mi chiamano Mimi”, while working
on a couple of new “fusion” recipes I've just created. | have been
contemplating on writing a book entitled Philosophy of Food for many
years. Hope | can get it done some day.



Prof. Chan, Shun Hing BRIEE %%

Professor

There are many approaches to the study of religion, one of which is
sociology.

| am a sociologist of religion. My research interests focus on the social
theories of religion, and religion in Hong Kong and Mainland China. In
recent years, | published articles on church-state relations in China,
and Christians’ involvement in the Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong.
My edited book “ 7 ## 5 F Z : & B = 2 it 3¢ ” (Oxford University
Press, 2002) is now a popular textbook used by sociologists and
anthropologists in their courses related to religions in Hong Kong.

| like teaching very much. Through my lectures, | encourage my
students to conduct field research into how religion affects the daily
lives of Hong Kong people. My students have conducted research
projects on mainstream religions, the practices of folk religions, religious
minorities, new religions, and the relationship between religion and
democracy, politics and gender. Some students published their papers
in Ching Feng, 225k - #H{ZREHAF - HEFEEL » and some won
thesis awards in different competitions.

Courses taught include: Social Scientific Study of Religion; Religious
Rituals and Practices in Hong Kong; Religion and Social Movement;
Religion and Modern Society; Religion and ldeology; Ethical
Controversies in Hong Kong Today; and Globalization and Ethics.
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Prof. Kwan, Kai Man B8R E

Professor
Director, Centre for Sino-Christian Studies
Director, MA in Ethics and Public Affairs

I love the study of philosophy and religion.

| think it helps us think critically and ponder the meaning of our lives.
Many students are surprised to hear that the first degree | studied was
Electrical Engineering (University of Hong Kong), and | had taught
physics and mathematics for some time in secondary schools. However,
as a young graduate, | was drawn gradually into an agonized reflection
on the purpose of my life and answers to ultimate questions. As a
result, | switched my course and went to the United Kingdom to study
religion and philosophy. In 1989, | got a Bachelor of Divinity (First Class)
from the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. In 1991 and 1993, | was
awarded a MPhil in Philosophical Theology and a DPhil respectively
from the University of Oxford. My research interests include philosophy
of science, systematic theology, science-religion dialogue, and social
ethics.

Courses taught include: Religion and Modern Science; Philosophy of
Life in Existentialism; Comparative Religious Themes; Philosophy of
Religion.



Prof. Zhang, Jiji IR &2 20%
Professor

I grew up in central China, in a small city of Hubei Province by the
Yangtze river. | received my undergraduate training in Beijing, focusing
on logic and analytic philosophy. After | got my BA in philosophy, | went
to Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, USA, initially hoping to
become a mathematical logician. However, a course titled Probability
and Al shifted my academic interest, from formal deductive systems to
inductive logic, epistemology, and philosophy of science. | ended up
writing a dissertation on causal reasoning, which has multiple points
of contact with not only philosophy but also other disciplines such
as computer science, psychology, and statistics. My main research
interests remain interdisciplinary to this day.

| joined Hong Kong Baptist University not long ago (in January 2021),
having previously worked at California Institute of Technology and
Lingnan University. Although my own research gravitates toward the
scientific and mathematical approaches in philosophy, | am glad to be
in an environment that emphasizes humanistic, existential, and religious
concerns, and | am learning a lot from new colleagues and students.

| have taught a number of courses in my teaching career, covering
mainly logic, metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of science, and
philosophy of mind. | will start teaching courses related to ethics
and political philosophy at HKBU, and | am excited about the new
challenges and experience.

Besides discussing philosophy and solving puzzles with colleagues and
friends, | enjoy watching thriller movies and playing simple songs on
ukulele. | am also a fan of jogging, especially when there is a running
buddy who likes chatting while sweating.
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Dr. Chan, Shing Bun Benedict BR B E 8 1

Associate Professor
Associate Director, Centre for Applied Ethics

| received my BSc (Economics and Philosophy) at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, and MA and PhD (Philosophy) at the University of
Maryland-College Park. Before joining Hong Kong Baptist University
in 2015, | was an Assistant Professor in the Department of General
Education at Hang Seng Management College in 2012-2015, and a
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Philosophy and Asian Studies at Tulane
University in 2011-2012. My major research areas include Social
and Political Philosophy, Applied Ethics and Moral Philosophy, and
Comparative Philosophy (Chinese and Western). | am also interested in
Global Politics, Chinese Philosophy, Philosophy of Religion, Philosophy
of Mind, and Critical Thinking and Logic. Recently, | am doing research
in the Philosophy of Human Rights, Animal Ethics, and Applied Ethics in
Public Health.

| have taught a variety of courses in America and Hong Kong, such
as Chinese Philosophy, Ethics, Global Politics, Human Rights, Logic,
Political Philosophy, and Philosophy of Religion. Course taught include:
Human Rights in a Multicultural World; Freedom in Modern Society; The
Power of Ideas; Introduction to Ethics; Comparative Philosophy: East
and West.

In my leisure time, | write extensively in public media. | also like sci-fi
movies, hiking and swimming.



Dr. Kwok, Wai Luen ZMEEA{E L

Associate Professor
Associate Director, Centre for Sino-Christian Studies

| have been brought up in Sham Shui Po, and thus, was a typical
downtown boy of Hong Kong. | witnessed, if not experienced, the stiff life
of lower class. In my younger days, | decided to find ways for promoting
better life among the poor. | studied Public and Social Administration
and contemplated to be a politician or civil servant after graduation.
Also, | have entered the election of the Student Union and become the
Vice Chairman of Council, in which | wanted to seek a path of social
participation. But, in the meanwhile, | slowly realised that the influence
of religions to the society is important and vital. Some fundamental
changes, which benefit people’s well being, are undergoing in hearts
and minds. Thus, | turn to study Theology and History of Christianity.
| believe that the religion studies may help students explore human
life meaning and wisdom, which the contemporary society neglects
but desperately needs. My research interests are Christian Theology,
Hermeneutics, History of Christian Thought, Chinese Christianity, and
Christianity and Social Change.
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Dr. Lee, Siu Fan Z4 %18+
Associate Professor

| studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at the University of Oxford
and obtained my doctoral degree in Philosophy at King’s College,
London. | had taught in many universities in the UK as well as in Hong
Kong before joining the Hong Kong Baptist University.

| am specialized in western analytic philosophy. My research areas are
Philosophy of Language, Philosophical Logic, and Philosophy of Mind.
| have taught courses in many areas including: Modern Philosophy
(especially Descartes and Kant), Metaphysics, Epistemology, Critical
Thinking, Logic, Philosophy of Mind, Political Philosophy, Philosophy of
Religion, Philosophy of Wittgenstein, Philosophy of Science and Social
Sciences, Ethics, and Applied Ethics.

Courses taught include: Knowledge and Meaning, Problems of
Philosophy, Critical Thinking, Nature and Human Beings in Chinese
and Western Cultures, Philosophy of Life in Laozi and Zhuangzi, and
Philosophy of Life in the Postmodern Age.

| love philosophy because it offers boundless freedom and intellectual
excitement. It is not easy to be a serious thinker and we all need training
to become one, yet | can assure you from my own experience that once
you open the door to enquiry, you and your world will never be the same
again.

Having lived in many countries and experienced different kinds of
life inside and outside academia, | believe that life is what we make
it. Possibilities are endless as long as we do not give up. Let us be
inspired! | like travelling, movies, music, comic books and cycling.



Dr. Loke, Andrew T. E. BRZEEH+
Associate Professor

| was a Research Assistant Professor at The University of Hong Kong
before joining HKBU. | earned my Bachelor in Medicine at National
University of Singapore, worked for 7 years as a medical doctor, before
completing my Master in Philosophy at Biola University and my PhD
at King’s College, London which covered the disciplines of analytic
philosophy of religion, systematic theology and historical-critical studies.
| wrote several books including The Origins of Divine Christology
(Cambridge University Press), God and Ultimate Origins (Springer
Nature), A Kryptic Model of the Incarnation (Routledge), Science and
Christian Faith (Ethos), ( Z#i1#£) (Systematic Theology; Xi& ), (2
EEERNEIR) (F15), and (AR EH2 - B2 ELRER
B{={) (X3& ). In addition, | published articles in leading international
peer-reviewed journals such as Australasian Journal of Philosophy,
International Journal for Philosophy of Religion, Religious Studies
(Cambridge University Press) and Journal of Theological Studies (Oxford
University Press).
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Dr. Ng, William Y. N. R B#EE+

Associate Professor

Born in Hong Kong, | grew up in Yuen Long. | got a BA (History,
National Taiwan University) and a MA (History, National Tsing-hua
University) and received my PhD on comparative religious philosophy
at the University of Toronto.

My major research interests are on contemporary Confucianism,
Buddhism and inter-religious dialogue. But | am also interested in social
and cultural issues and film studies in Hong Kong and Taiwan.

My major publications include Comparative Horizon: Discourses on
Contemporary Philosophy in Hong Kong and Taiwan (Taibei: Liberal
Arts Press, 2009), Penetrating into Hundred Schools of Thought: A
Study of Lao Siguang (Taibei: Liberal Arts Press, 1999). | am also
the editor of The Blossoming of Lotus: Collected Essays on the True
Buddha School (Taibei: Liberal Arts Press, 2016); co-author of Paul
Tillich and East Asian Religions (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2017) and co-editor
of Whole-person Education: Sino-Western Dialogue (Taibei: National
Taiwan Normal University Press, 2017), and Whose Utopia? Reflections
and Dialectical Development in Five Hundred Years (Taibei: National
Taiwan Normal University Press, 2017). | am one of four translators
of Wing-tist Chan, Sources Book of Chinese Philosophy (Taibei: Juliu
Press,1993) and the co-translator of Julia Ching, Confucianism and
Christianity (Taibei: Liberal Arts Press, 1999).

Interests: | love dog. In my leisure time, | enjoys film, music, and
creative writing.



Dr. Boone, Mark J.
Assistant Professor

| read and talk and write about philosophy for a living. | am also a
Baptist Christian. | don’t see any conflict between those two things.

| also study and talk about religion, especially Christianity, but
my specialization is the history of philosophy. My list of favorite
philosophers changes a lot, and Augustine and Plato almost always
make the list! Other characters who have spent a good deal of time
on the list include Confucius, Aristotle, Aquinas, Leibniz, Locke,
Kierkegaard, and William James.

| earned my B. A. in Biblical Studies and Philosophy from Dallas Baptist
University in 2005 and my Ph. D. in Philosophy from Baylor University
in 2010, writing my dissertation on Augustine. Before joining HKBU |
taught at Berry College in Rome, Georgia (USA), for two years, and at
Forman Christian College in Lahore, Pakistan, for five years.

I am the author of eight (so far!) scholarly articles in philosophy and
religion. These articles deal with Plato, Augustine, William James,
epistemology, biblical hermeneutics, and more. My revised dissertation
was published in 2016 as The Conversion and Therapy of Desire:
Augustine’s Theology of Desire in the Cassiciacum Dialogues. Years
before | had had an idea for another book, which | later co-edited and
which was also published in 2016: Science Fiction Film and the Abolition
of Man: Finding C. S. Lewis in Science Fiction Films and Television.

I manage the YouTube channel TeacherOfPhilosophy. The flagship
playlist there is probably the best (and possibly the only) collection
of cartoons based on the dialogues and speeches of the great
philosophers. There are also more than 150 other videos featuring
commentary on great texts of philosophy, great articles in contemporary
philosophy, myths about the philosophers, tales of the philosophers,
great arguments in philosophy, science fiction and philosophy, and
more!

| like things like my wife, good fiction books (like Tolkien), good sci-fi
television (like several Star Trek series), good ideas (like the theory of
hylomorphism), and a nice cup of tea.
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Dr. Brenner, Andrew T.
Assistant Professor

| grew up in the United States. After watching the movie The Matrix
many times | became very interested in philosophy. | got a PhD in
philosophy from the University of Notre Dame, and after spending some
time working in Sweden and mainland China, | eventually made my way
to Hong Kong in early 2020. | am interested in all areas of philosophy,
but especially metaphysics, philosophy of religion, philosophy of
science, philosophy of mind, ethics, and Buddhist philosophy. When I'm
not doing philosophy I'm sleeping, eating, playing video games, making
electronic music, and petting my dog.



Dr. Checketts, Levi M.
Assistant Professor

| was raised in the Mormon Church (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints), where | was taught the importance of living a morally good
life. When | began BA studies at the University of Notre Dame, two life-
changing experiences shaped my future. First, my experience with
required theology courses helped me deepen my understanding of
faith and led me to eventually convert to Roman Catholicism. | double
majored in theology and Arabic, but when an atheist friend’s curiosity
sparked an hours-long discussion, | discovered a passion for teaching
as well. | went on to pursue a Master’s of Theological Studies in moral
theology at Boston College and a PhD in Ethics and Social Theory from
the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California. | believe it’s
important for teachers to help students discover their own interests in
their studies and understand how ethics fits into their own experiences.

I am beginning my career at HKBU this year after working for the past
seven years in the San Francisco Bay Area. | have worked with students
from varied backgrounds from first-generation undergraduates to mid-
career graduate students, and | look forward to bringing this experience
to the vibrant city of Hong Kong! As an interdisciplinary ethicist, | like to
teach courses that span conversations across philosophy, theology and
even the social sciences to help us deepen our understanding of moral
problems and the way to address them. Courses | have taught in the
past include business ethics, moral choices, philosophy of the human
person, human rights, theological studies of technology, industrialization
and social ethics, Catholic Social Teaching, and then some! | am excited
to start my work at BU teaching environmental ethics in the spring!

| write about ethics of technology, and have published ten articles or
book chapters on issues related to transhumanism, artificial intelligence,
social media and Mormon-Catholic dialogue. | am currently working on
a book on Al and poverty in light of Catholic liberation theology and am
republishing a collection of essays on theological studies of technology.

In my spare time, | like touring historical sites, hiking and spending time
with my daughter.
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Dr. Mak, George K. W. Z&#E+
Assistant Professor

During my undergraduate studies, | developed a strong interest in
Christianity as a religion of translation and its role in modern Chinese
history. After receiving my BA degree (Major: Translation, Minors:
German Studies and History) and MPhil degree in Translation from
The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2005 and 2007 respectively, |
became a doctoral student at the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern
Studies of the University of Cambridge, where | conducted research
into the relationship between Protestant Bible translation and the
development of Mandarin from a lingua franca in late Qing China into
the national language of modern China. | was awarded my PhD degree
in 2011.

Before joining the Department of Religion and Philosophy at Hong Kong
Baptist University, | was on the research staff of the University’s David
C. Lam Institute for East-West Studies first as Postdoctoral Research
Fellow (2011-2013) and later as Research Assistant Professor (2013-
2017). My research interests are Bible Translation, Chinese Protestant
Christianity, History of Christian Missions, Language and Nationalism in
Modern China, Religious Publishing and Print Culture in Modern China,
and Sino-Foreign Cultural Relations.



Rev. Dr. Rooney, James Dominic, OP {R{£8H# R
Assistant Professor

'Veritas' is the word for truth' ( &3 ) in Latin. 'Veritas' is often found on university
crests; it's also the motto of the religious order to which | belong: the
Dominican Order. My group is a Catholic monastic order which was founded
in the Middle Ages (we're over 800-years old!). Our form of monastic life
allows us to dedicate ourselves entirely to doing nothing aside from seeking
the truth by study and teaching it to others. We see teaching as a work of
charity, in fact, more important than feeding the body! You might have heard
of some members of my order, such as St. Thomas Aquinas, who were great
scholars and professors. While not all Dominicans are university professors, |
ended up specializing in philosophy because of my love for two aspects of the
field.

On one hand, | am in love with scientific fields like physics and biology,
because | think these fields most tell us what the world is like. But | discovered
that many problems in science have to do with how to interpret the results.
What it is to 'confirm' a theory, or the assumptions we should make about
what it is for something to be a 'cause,' or even whether we can know about
what things are 'really’ like (as opposed to how they appear to our instruments
or our senses) are all philosophical issues, not scientific ones. The sub-field
of philosophy | work in, 'metaphysics,' studies precisely all these kinds of
problems. On the other, | am in love with classical philosophical traditions that
unite their theories about the fundamental nature of the world to an account of
how human beings should live a good life together. Classical Latin and Greek
philosophy started with these questions, as did the classical Chinese tradition.
Philosophy was not only a discipline to be studied in school, but a way of life.

It is helpful to recall that being a follower of philosophy, in ancient Greece and
Rome (as well as ancient India and China), involved living in a community,
wearing special clothing, and following a rule of life. If that sounds like being
a monk, you're not far off! All of these practices were taken up by Christian
monastics, who thought of themselves as living the true philosophy of Christ,
and have influenced how we structure our universities even today. My own
sympathies lie with both the Confucian school and that school deriving from
Sts. Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Far from 'Confucian-Catholic' being a
contradiction, my own view is that these schools both agree, in a deep way,
on what the world is like and how we should live.

For me, then, being a philosopher is not only a matter of studying facts, but
learning to live in accord with the truth. But the truth doesn't stop us from
having fun. | am a big movie buff (as you might discover when | tell you to
write papers about movies for my classes), and | can be found whiling away
my free time in immersive PC games or listening to R&B, hip-hop, or classical
music. z
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Contact us:

Official Website :
: rel@hkbu.edu.hk

: 3411 7280

: Room 1001, 10/F, Christian Education Centre,

Email
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Facebook
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Youtube
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https://rel.hkbu.edu.hk

224 Waterloo Road, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon
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